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In this unique longitudinal study of how a divided people relate to one another, H. Arnold Barton outlines
dilemmas created by the great migration of Swedes to the United States from 1840 through 1940 and the
complex love-hate relationship that resulted between those who stayed and those who left. During that
hundred-year period, one Swede out of five voluntarily immigrated to the United States, and four-fifths of
those immigrants remained in their new country. This study seeks to explore the far-reaching implications of
this mass migration for both Swedes and Swedish Americans.

The Swedes were a literate, historically aware people, and the 1.2 million Swedes who immigrated to the
United States offer a particularly well-documented and illuminating case study. Barton has skillfully woven
into the text translations of little known published and unpublished Swedish sources from both sides of the
Atlantic, to embody—in haunting human terms—both what was gained and what was lost through
emigration.

Past studies have traditionally shown ethnic mobilization to be a defensive reaction against the exclusive
nativism of resident Americans. Barton convincingly demonstrates, however, that the creation of a
distinctive Swedish-American identity was at least equally an expression of the immigrants’ need to justify
leaving their homeland to their former compatriots and to themselves by asserting a rightful and unique place
within the Swedish national community. He concludes that the relationship between Swedes and Swedish
Americans was essentially similar to that experienced by other peoples divided by migration, and that the
long debate over the United States and emigration at its deepest level reveals both hopes and fears most
conspicuously symbolized by America and "Americanization" in an increasingly integrated world
undergoing the relentless advance of modernization.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Shelby:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish
Americans, 1840-1940 had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The book A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish
Americans, 1840-1940 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish Americans, 1840-1940. You never feel lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Hoyt Adkins:

This A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish Americans, 1840-1940 are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes
and Swedish Americans, 1840-1940 can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and
Swedish Americans, 1840-1940 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Deandre Freeman:

A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish Americans, 1840-1940 can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing A Folk Divided:
Homeland Swedes and Swedish Americans, 1840-1940 nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Mark Guerrero:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Folk Divided: Homeland Swedes and Swedish
Americans, 1840-1940 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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