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Revered as the birthplace of Western thought and democracy, Athens is much more than an open-air
museum filled with crumbling monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a journey from the
classical city-state to today's contemporary capital, revealing a world-famous metropolis that has been
resurrected and redefined time and again.

Although the Acropolis remains the city's anchor, Athens' vibrant culture extends far beyond the Greek city's
antique boundaries. James H. S. McGregor points out how the cityscape preserves signs of the many actors
who have crossed its historical stage. Alexander the Great incorporated Athens into his empire, as did the
Romans. Byzantine Christians repurposed Greek temples, the Parthenon included, into churches. From the
thirteenth to fifteenth centuries, the city's language changed from French to Spanish to Italian, as Crusaders
and adventurers from different parts of Western Europe took turns sacking and administering the city. An
Islamic Athens took root following the Ottoman conquest of 1456 and remained in place for nearly four
hundred years, until Greek patriots finally won independence in a blood-drenched revolution.

Since then, Athenians have endured many hardships, from Nazi occupation and military coups to famine and
economic crisis. Yet, as McGregor shows, the history of Athens is closer to a heroic epic than a Greek
tragedy. Richly supplemented with maps and illustrations, Athens paints a portrait of one of the world's great
cities, designed for travelers as well as armchair students of urban history.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Rice:

This Athens book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Athens without we
know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Athens can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Athens having excellent arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Theresa Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Athens is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Colleen Harman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Athens is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jimmy Dolce:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Athens.
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