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While the seventy-seven-day siege of Khe Sanh in early 1968 remains one of the most highly publicized
clashes of the Vietnam War, scant attention has been paid to the first battle of Khe Sanh, also known as “the
Hill Fights.” Although this harrowing combat in the spring of 1967 provided a grisly preview of the carnage
to come at Khe Sanh, few are aware of the significance of the battles, or even their existence. For more than
thirty years, virtually the only people who knew about the Hill Fights were the Marines who fought them.
Now, for the first time, the full story has been pieced together by acclaimed Vietnam War historian Edward
F. Murphy, whose definitive analysis admirably fills this significant gap in Vietnam War literature. Based on
first-hand interviews and documentary research, Murphy’s deeply informed narrative history is the only
complete account of the battles, their origins, and their aftermath.

The Marines at the isolated Khe Sanh Combat Base were tasked with monitoring the strategically vital Ho
Chi Minh trail as it wound through the jungles in nearby Laos. Dominated by high hills on all sides, the
combat base had to be screened on foot by the Marine infantrymen while crack, battle-hardened NVA units
roamed at will through the high grass and set up elaborate defenses on steep, sun-baked overlooks.

Murphy traces the bitter account of the U.S. Marines at Khe Sanh from the outset in 1966, revealing
misguided decisions and strategies from above, and capturing the chain of hill battles in stark detail. But the
Marines themselves supply the real grist of the story; it is their recollections that vividly re-create the
atmosphere of desperation, bravery, and relentless horror that characterized their combat. Often outnumbered
and outgunned by a hidden enemy—and with buddies lying dead or wounded beside them—these brave
young Americans fought on.

The story of the Marines at Khe Sanh in early 1967 is a microcosm of the Corps’s entire Vietnam War and
goes a long way toward explaining why their casualties in Vietnam exceeded, on a Marine-in-combat basis,
even the tremendous losses the Leathernecks sustained during their ferocious Pacific island battles of World
War II.

The Hill Fights is a damning indictment of those responsible for the lives of these heroic Marines.
Ultimately, the high command failed them, their tactics failed them, and their rifles failed them. Only the
Marines themselves did not fail. Under fire, trapped in a hell of sudden death meted out by unseen enemies,
they fought impossible odds with awesome courage and uncommon valor.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Hill Fights: The First Battle of
Khe Sanh e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Hill Fights:
The First Battle of Khe Sanh as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Guy Gregory:

This The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but
this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that will?

James Fitzpatrick:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Hill Fights: The First Battle of
Khe Sanh has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading in which.

Shelly Reder:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book The
Hill Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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