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Doing business in the antebellum South required a very delicate balancing act - with the central role in the
process played by the coastal merchant. From this vantage point the merchant manipulated the resources
from the up-river suppliers and, through an intricate economic network and banking, provided cotton to the
international brokers. It was, in effect, a closed system on each river under the careful control of the coastal
merchants. This study focuses on the port of Apalachicola, Florida, and the businessmen who created a chain
of international finance and trade in the promotion and distribution of the Old South's major source of
income. "Fair to Middlin'" provides a detailed description of a regional antebellum economy in the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River valley and reinforces the argument that the South was self-sufficient and
not dependent on other regions for its food supply. Willoughby explains how the businessmen associated
with the area's cotton trade coped with the poor conditions of transportation, communication, money and
banking. Early regional economics revolved around the rivers that represented the primary transportation
arteries for trade in the Old South. Cotton businessmen located along the waterway and on the coast neatly
divided the labour necessary to market the region's major source of income. Local money and banking
conditions retarded the economic growth of this frontier area, and only the innovations of these coastal
businessmen enabled the continuance of this vital trade network. The advent of the railroad shattered this
ongoing business arrangement and completely altered the cohesiveness of the river economy. Railroads
fundamentally changed the business customs and trade routes so that boundaries of the once-separate river
economies blurred and eventually faded, gradually leading to an integrated national economy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

The book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Block:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Fair to
Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Fair to Middlin': The
Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valleyis the one of several books this
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Benita Newton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River
Valley provide you with new experience in studying a book.

William McCoy:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee



River Valley we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life by this book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee
River Valley. You can more appealing than now.
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