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Sex, money, and politics—no, it’s not a thriller novel. Minneapolis Madams is the surprising and riveting
account of the Minneapolis red-light district and the powerful madams who ran it. Penny Petersen brings to
life this nearly forgotten chapter of Minneapolis history, tracing the story of how these “houses of ill fame”
rose to prominence in the late nineteenth century and then were finally shut down in the early twentieth
century.

In their heyday Minneapolis brothels were not only open for business but constituted a substantial economic
and political force in the city. Women of independent means, madams built custom bordellos to suit their
tastes and exerted influence over leading figures and politicians. Petersen digs deep into city archives, period
newspapers, and other primary sources to illuminate the Minneapolis sex trade and its opponents, bringing
into focus the ideologies and economic concerns that shaped the lives of prostitutes, the men who used their
services, and the social-purity reformers who sought to eradicate their trade altogether. Usually written off as
deviants, madams were actually crucial components of a larger system of social control and regulation.
These entrepreneurial women bought real estate, hired well-known architects and interior decorators to
design their bordellos, and played an important part in the politics of the developing city.

Petersen argues that we cannot understand Minneapolis unless we can grasp the scope and significance of its
sex trade. She also provides intriguing glimpses into racial interactions within the vice economy,
investigating an African American madam who possibly married into one of the city’s most prestigious
families. Fascinating and rigorously researched, Minneapolis Madams is a true detective story and a key
resource for anyone interested in the history of women, sexuality, and urban life in Minneapolis.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Fernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Stephanie Knowles:

This Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of
Prostitution on the Riverfront can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of
Prostitution on the Riverfront giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Patrick Allen:

Precisely why? Because this Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Gary Wilson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront provide you with



new experience in reading a book.
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