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Entertaining doyenne Phyllis Hoffman shows how to prepare a stunning table for any occasion.

So many of the events of our lives, from the formal to the informal, are celebrated by gathering around a
table. Whatever the occasion—whether it's a holiday dinner, Sunday brunch, or a casual lunch with
friends—the table is the place where we relax and enjoy each other's company while savoring a great meal.

No one knows how to dress a table with elegance and flair better than Phyllis Hoffman, publisher of
Southern Lady magazine, the quintessential resource for entertaining the gracious Southern way. Now,
Hoffman draws upon her years of expertise to create Southern Lady Gracious Tables, the definitive guide to
creating gorgeous "tablescapes" for every occasion.

Starting with the basics, Hoffman presents a series of breathtaking spreads for a whole range of occasions,
from formal settings to casual get-togethers, and describes how to achieve each look, right down to the
recipes—55 in total—for her mouthwatering specialties. Enjoy a lovely outdoor lunch of tasty Fried Green
Tomatoes with Crab and Green Chile Cream Sauce, or finish off a dinner party with delectable Praline Bread
Pudding with Bourbon Sauce.

Hoffman then builds a "wardrobe for the table," navigating through the complex world of dinnerware, fine
linens, and serving pieces. Each and every element of the table—from fruit saucer to lemon fork to water
goblet—is covered in a friendly, helpful way.

Finally, there's advice on adding that all-important personal touch, with instructions on how to craft flowers,
family heirlooms, collectibles, and other unexpected treasures into the perfect centerpiece, place marker, or
accent. All along, her advice includes refreshingly simple techniques for presentation and encourages the
reader's own creativity in playing with colors, patterns, and styles.

Complemented by lush photography and told in Hoffman's accessible, encouraging, and deliciously Southern
voice, Southern Lady Gracious Tables is a must-have for every aspiring hostess, south or north of the Mason
Dixon. The perfect gift for any woman who loves to entertain, it has all the tools, tips, and inspiration you
need to elevate the ordinary to the unforgettable.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect
Setting for Any Occasion is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Gale Kizer:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Southern Lady: Gracious Tables:
The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

John McDole:

Beside this particular Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion in your phone,
it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!

Travis Pope:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Southern Lady: Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for
Any Occasion was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Southern Lady:
Gracious Tables: The Perfect Setting for Any Occasion has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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