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A provocative, timely assessment of the state of free speech in America.

With his best seller The Working Poor, Pulitzer Prize winner and former New York Times veteran David K.
Shipler cemented his place among our most trenchant social commentators. Now he turns his incisive
reporting to a critical American ideal: freedom of speech. Anchored in personal stories?sometimes shocking,
sometimes absurd, sometimes dishearteningly familiar?Shipler's investigations of the cultural limits on both
expression and the willingness to listen build to expose troubling instabilities in the very foundations of our
democracy.

Focusing on recent free-speech controversies across the nation, Shipler maps a rapidly shifting topography of
political and cultural norms: parents in Michigan rallying to teachers vilified for their reading lists;
conservative ministers risking their churches' tax-exempt status to preach politics from the pulpit; national
security reporters using techniques more common in dictatorships to avoid leak prosecution; a Washington,
DC, Jewish theater's struggle for creative control in the face of protests targeting productions critical of
Israel; history teachers in Texas quietly bypassing a reactionary curriculum to give students access to
unapproved perspectives; the mixed blessings of the Internet as a forum for dialogue about race.

These and other stories coalesce to reveal the systemic patterns of both suppression and opportunity that are
making today a transitional moment for the future of one of our founding principles. Measured yet sweeping,
Freedom of Speech brilliantly reveals the triumphs and challenges of defining and protecting the boundaries
of free expression in modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the
Sword is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Donna Casey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Elena Sparrow:

Why? Because this Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Dwight Roberts:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword can give you
a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the
Sword.
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