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Christian pastoral care is a narrative, ecclesial, theological practice (NET). As a narrative practice, pastoral
care attends to the inseparable interconnection between our own lifestories, others’ stories, the larger cultural
stories, and God’s story. As a ministry of the church, pastoral care is an ecclesial practice that derives its
motivation, purpose, and identity from the larger mission of the church to bear witness to and embody God’s
mission of love that extends beyond the church for the transformation of the world. As a theological practice,
pastoral care is grounded in God’s love story. God’s profound love for humankind heals our brokenness
when human love fails and invites us into an ongoing process of growth in love of God, self, and neighbor.

Intended for those who provide care with and on behalf of religious communities, author Karen Scheib
focuses on listening and “restorying” practices occurring in the context and setting of congregations. By
coauthoring narratives that promote healing and growth in love, pastoral caregivers become cocreators and
companions who help others revise and construct life-stories reshaped by the grace of God.

What Karen Scheib has done in this book is to reposition pastoral care as a theological activity performed in
the context of the church. She draws deeply upon her Wesleyan theological heritage, upon an understanding
of life in its fullness as growth in love and grace, and upon a “communion ecclesiology” undergirded by a
communal understanding of the Trinitarian life of God. Thus grounded, she envisions pastoral care first as a
rhythm of the life of the whole church and secondarily as a work of trained pastors.

In her vision, pastoral care is rescued from a narrow understanding of it as exceptional acts of intervention
performed only in moments of dire crisis. Instead, it becomes a “daily practice of pastoral care,” an
attending, in love, to the stories of others and a “listening for ways God is already present in a life story.” 
Solidly theological, grounded in the life of the church, and eminently teachable – Karen Scheib has given us
a great gift in this book.” from the Foreword -Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching, Emeritus,
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA 

"In a wonderfully engaging, reflective, and useful way, Karen Scheib captures something absolutely essential
to pastoral care and yet often overlooked—the utter centrality of storytelling/listening, the power of stories to
heal, and their vital connection to bigger stories told within religious communities. This book is a real
milestone, reclaiming the importance of “narrative knowing” and grounding care not only in community but
also within a comprehensive theological framework." --Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, E. Rhodes and Leona
B. Carpenter Professor of Religion, Psychology, and Culture, The Divinity School and Graduate Department
of Religion, Vanderbilt University Divinity School, Nashville, TN

“Implementing narrative personality and therapy theories and anchored in ecclesiology and Wesleyan
theology (NET), Karen Scheib’s book advances a long awaited and holistic approach to pastoral care. Her
NET approach presents the embodiment of pastoral care by emphasizing both narrative and paradigmatic
knowing, proposes the subjectivity of our stories in pastoral care by pointing out the interchangeability
between us and our stories as subject and object, and underscores the dynamic process of pastoral care
through the interconnection of the storyteller, listener, and context. Scheib’s image of story companion
contributes to the field as a new paradigm of pastoral care and promises to be a significant resource in
generating hope and growth in love for both pastoral caregiver and receiver.” —Angella Son, Associate



Professor, Drew University, Madison, NJ
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McMillian:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Pastoral Care: Telling the Stories of Our Lives to read.

Donald Lester:

Typically the book Pastoral Care: Telling the Stories of Our Lives has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after scanning this book.

Steven Holloway:

This Pastoral Care: Telling the Stories of Our Lives is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Pastoral Care: Telling the Stories of
Our Lives can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Dawn Bliss:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Pastoral Care: Telling the Stories of Our Lives can make
you experience more interested to read.
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