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Did you know—

• It took more than an iceberg to sink the Titanic.
• The Challenger disaster was predicted.
• Unbreakable glass dinnerware had its origin in railroad lanterns.
• A football team cannot lose momentum.
• Mercury thermometers are prohibited on airplanes for a crucial reason.
• Kryptonite bicycle locks are easily broken.

“Things fall apart” is more than a poetic insight—it is a fundamental property of the physical world. Why
Things Break explores the fascinating question of what holds things together (for a while), what breaks them
apart, and why the answers have a direct bearing on our everyday lives.

When Mark Eberhart was growing up in the 1960s, he learned that splitting an atom leads to a terrible
explosion—which prompted him to worry that when he cut into a stick of butter, he would inadvertently
unleash a nuclear cataclysm. Years later, as a chemistry professor, he remembered this childhood fear when
he began to ponder the fact that we know more about how to split an atom than we do about how a pane of
glass breaks.

In Why Things Break, Eberhart leads us on a remarkable and entertaining exploration of all the cracks, clefts,
fissures, and faults examined in the field of materials science and the many astonishing discoveries that have
been made about everything from the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger to the crashing of your hard
drive. Understanding why things break is crucial to modern life on every level, from personal safety to
macroeconomics, but as Eberhart reveals here, it is also an area of cutting-edge science that is as provocative
as it is illuminating.

“An engaging personal account not just of the physics and chemistry of materials but of the ethics,
economics, and politics of innovation, with delightful bonuses on topics from the origins of ‘ghostly’ noises
in old houses to the amazing coevolution of armor and armor-piercing projectiles. If it ain’t broke, Mark
Eberhart can tell you why—and explain equally well why a shatterproof world remains beyond our reach.”
—Edward Tenner, author of Our Own Devices and Why Things Bite Back

“I don’t remember a book that has taught me so much, nor previously encountering a teacher like the
marvelous Mark Eberhart, who in Why Things Break provides enlightening and thoroughly captivating
scientific explanations of subjects ranging from the structural failures leading to the sinking of the Titanic to
everyday, no-less-fascinating topics such as the reason why, even at the same temperature, winter days
always seem so much colder in Boston than in Denver.”—Richard Restak, M.D., author of Mozart’s Brain
and The Fighter Pilot

“Eberhart brings his insights to the reader by weaving personal anecdotes—from his childhood fear that
cutting a stick of butter would release the energy of the atoms within to his arrival in Boston for an interview



with MIT without a suitable winter coat—into a fascinating discussion of the forces that hold atoms and
molecules together. A lively, unvarnished look at chemistry on the cutting edge.”
—Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart.

Cody Smith:

This Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes
Apart in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Marni Elliott:

You can get this Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Louis Chavez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Why Things Break: Understanding the World By the Way It Comes Apart



can make you really feel more interested to read.
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