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For too long, Jews have defined themselves in light of the bad things that have happened to them. And it is
true that, many times in the course of history, they have been nearly decimated: when the First and Second
Temples were destroyed, when the Jews were expelled from Spain, when Hitler proposed his Final Solution.
Astoundingly, the Jewish people have survived catastrophe after catastrophe and remained a thriving and
vibrant community. The question Rabbi Jonathan Sacks asks is, quite simply: How? How, in the face of such
adversity, has Judaism remained and flourished, making a mark on human history out of all proportion to its
numbers?
Written originally as a wedding gift to his son and daughter-in-law, A Letter in the Scroll is Rabbi Sacks's
personal answer to that question, a testimony to the enduring strength of his religion. Tracing the
revolutionary series of philosophical and theological ideas that Judaism created -- from covenant to sabbath
to formal education -- and showing us how they remain compellingly relevant in our time, Sacks portrays
Jewish identity as an honor as well as a duty.
The Ba'al Shem Tov, an eighteenth-century rabbi and founder of the Hasidic movement, famously noted that
the Jewish people are like a living Torah scroll, and every individual Jew is a letter within it. If a single letter
is damaged or missing or incorrectly drawn, a Torah scroll is considered invalid. So too, in Judaism, each
individual is considered a crucial part of the people, without whom the entire religion would suffer. Rabbi
Sacks uses this metaphor to make a passionate argument in favor of affiliation and practice in our secular
times, and invites us to engage in our dynamic and inclusive tradition. Never has a book more eloquently
expressed the joys of being a Jew.
This is the story of one man's hope for the future -- a future in which the next generation, his children and
ours, will happily embrace the beauty of the world's oldest religion.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Clift:

This A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's
Oldest Religion book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Letter in the Scroll:
Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's Oldest Religion without we
know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A
Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's Oldest
Religion can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding
Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's Oldest Religion having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Katherine Contreras:

The guide with title A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of
the World's Oldest Religion has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Aimee Buffington:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our
Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's Oldest Religion book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still question A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the
World's Oldest Religion as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Cherie Fidler:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book



that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the World's Oldest
Religion will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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