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Emily B. Baran offers a gripping history of how a small, American-based religious community, the Jehovah's
Witnesses, found its way into the Soviet Union after World War 11, survived decades of brutal persecution,
and emerged as one of the region's fastest growing religions after the Soviet Union's collapse in 1991. In
telling the story of this often misunderstood faith, Baran explores the shifting boundaries of religious dissent,
non-conformity, and human rightsin the Soviet Union and its successor states.

Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses are a fascinating case study of dissent beyond urban, intellectual nonconformists.
Witnesses, who were generally rural, poorly educated, and utterly marginalized from society, resisted state
pressure to conform. They instead constructed alternative communities based on adherence to religious
principles established by the Witnesses' international center in Brooklyn, New Y ork. The Soviet state
considered Witnesses to be the most reactionary of all underground religious movements, and used
extraordinary measuresto try to eliminate this threat. Y et Witnesses survived, while the Soviet system did
not. After 1991, they faced continuing challengesto their right to practice their faith in post-Soviet states, as
these states struggled to reconcile the proper limits on freedom of conscience with European norms and
domestic concerns.

Dissent on the Margins provides a new and important perspective on one of America's most understudied
religious movements.
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From reader reviews:
Virginia Swain:

The ability that you get from Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism
and Lived to Preach About It could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Dissent
on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Dissent on
the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It instantly.

Richard Horgan:

The reason why? Because this Dissent on the Margins. How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism
and Lived to Preach About It is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So, still want to postpone having that book? If |
have been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

CoraBlanchette:

Y ou may get this Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to
Preach About It by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just
looking by your maobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

David Gaiter:

Someindividuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet
Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It to make your current reading is
interesting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especialy. Itis



to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Dissent on
the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It can to be
your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of thistime.
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