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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

The Gnostic Gospels is a landmark study of the long-buried roots of Christianity, a work of luminous
scholarship and wide popular appeal. First published in 1979 to critical acclaim, winning the National Book
Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Gnostic Gospels has continued to grow in
reputation and influence over the past two decades. It is now widely recognized as one of the most brilliant
and accessible histories of early Christian spirituality published in our time.

In 1945 an Egyptian peasant unearthed what proved to be the Gnostic Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes that
expounded a radically different view of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ from that of the New
Testament. In this spellbinding book, renowned religious scholar Elaine Pagels elucidates the mysteries and
meanings of these sacred texts both in the world of the first Christians and in the context of Christianity
today.

With insight and passion, Pagels explores a remarkable range of recently discovered gospels, including the
Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how a variety of “Christianities” emerged at
a time of extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some Christians questioned the need for clergy and church
doctrine, and taught that the divine could be discovered through spiritual search. Many others, like Buddhists
and Hindus, sought enlightenment—and access to God—within. Such explorations raised questions: Was the
resurrection to be understood symbolically and not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in masculine
form, or feminine as well? Was martyrdom a necessary—or worthy—expression of faith? These early
Christians dared to ask questions that orthodox Christians later suppressed—and their explorations led to
profoundly different visions of Jesus and his message.

Brilliant, provocative, and stunning in its implications, The Gnostic Gospels is a radical, eloquent
reconsideration of the origins of the Christian faith.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books)
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer of The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100
Best Nonfiction Books) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Connell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Gnostic Gospels
(Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marilyn Calhoun:

The book untitled The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Tony Hogan:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library
100 Best Nonfiction Books) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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