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This volume makes available for the first time in English two of the most important novels of Japanese
colonialism: Yuasa Katsuei’s Kannani and Document of Flames. Born in Japan in 1910 and raised in Korea,
Yuasa was an eyewitness to the ravages of the Japanese occupation. In both of the novels presented here, he
is clearly critical of Japanese imperialism. Kannani (1934) stands alone within Japanese literature in its
graphic depictions of the racism and poverty endured by the colonized Koreans. Document of Flames (1935)
brings issues of class and gender into sharp focus. It tells the story of Tokiko, a divorced woman displaced
from her Japanese home who finds herself forced to work as a prostitute in Korea to support herself and her
child. Tokiko eventually becomes a landowner and oppressor of the Koreans she lives amongst, a
transformation suggesting that the struggle against oppression often ends up replicating the structure of
domination.

In his introduction, Mark Driscoll provides a nuanced and engaging discussion of Yuasa’s life and work and
of the cultural politics of Japanese colonialism. He describes Yuasa’s sharp turn, in the years following the
publication of Kannani and Document of Flames, toward support for Japanese nationalism and the
assimilation of Koreans into Japanese culture. This abrupt ideological reversal has made Yuasa’s early
writing—initially censored for its anticolonialism—all the more controversial. In a masterful concluding
essay, Driscoll connects these novels to larger theoretical issues, demonstrating how a deep understanding of
Japanese imperialism challenges prevailing accounts of postcolonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

The book Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Kannani and
Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels has simple shape
but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Henderson:

Here thing why this kind of Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Kannani and Document of Flames: Two
Japanese Colonial Novels giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial
Novels. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels in e-book can be your choice.

Ralph Humphries:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Kannani and Document of
Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alfred Greenwell:

Beside this specific Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial Novels in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Kannani and Document of Flames: Two Japanese Colonial
Novels because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
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