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A definitive new edition, edited and with an introduction by James W. Muller (University of Alaska)
New foreword by Lady Soames (Churchill’s only surviving child)
Published in association with the Churchill Centre

Building on Churchill’s newspaper dispatches for the Morning Post, this book tells the exciting story of the
reconquest of the Sudan by an Anglo-Egyptian army led by Lord Kitchener in the late 1890s, including the
1898 cavalry charge at Omdurman in which the young Churchill fought as a lieutenant. The River War is an
indispensable source for people who want to understand Churchill, and it has always been popular with
general readers. Those interested in military history will relish the story of war on the Nile, with all of its
colorful incidents, but the book is much more than just a campaign history.

As he worked on The River War, Churchill spent most of a year learning the history of the Sudan. In the first
volume, he describes the Dervish rebellion of the Mahdi in the Sudan, the death of Charles Gordon in
Khartoum, and Britain’s role in Egypt and the Sudan before beginning the story of the three-year military
campaign up the Nile, including the challenge of building a railway across the Sahara Desert. In the second
volume, Churchill can draw on his own observation and experience of the climax of the campaign. He also
discusses the justification for reconquering the Sudan, the effect of Islam on its votaries, dilemmas of
development for the people of Africa, and the purposes and pitfalls of British imperialism. Many of
Churchill’s concerns and reservations have a surprisingly contemporary flavor.

One should note the similarities of that time to our present time: a unipolar world emerging from a bipolar
one, in which the one world power (Britain then, the U.S. now) is harassed by guerrilla bands of religious
irregulars in the Levant, Northern Africa, and the Balkans.

Originally published in two volumes in 1899, The River War has been out of print in its original, unabridged
version since it was shortened to one volume in 1902. Only 3,000 copies were printed, and the first edition
costs thousands of dollars today. The original version abounded in colorful stories about Churchill,
controversial judgments on his contemporaries (especially his commanding officer, Lord Kitchener), and
thoughts on Islamic fundamentalism and British imperialism. Because they were left out of every subsequent
edition, they are all but unknown today, even to scholars. The 1899 edition was illustrated with drawings,
photogravures, and colored maps that disappeared with the 1902 abridgment.

The new St. Augustine’s Press edition includes the entire text of the original edition, returned to print for the
first time since the book was abridged. It also includes all material added or altered in later editions of the
book. New appendices add a definitive new edition of Churchill’s newspaper dispatches from the Sudan,
based for the first time on his original manuscripts, as well as Churchill’s other writings on the Sudan from
1898 to 1958.

The new edition has a new foreword by Churchill’s only surviving child, Lady Soames, who is a noted writer
in her own right. It is edited with a new introduction and notes by James W. Muller, Professor of Political
Science at the University of Alaska, Anchorage, and Academic Chairman of the Churchill Centre, who has
been working on the new edition for more than a dozen years. His research adds thousands of new footnotes
identifying people who figure in The River War, explaining Churchill’s references to other books and events,
tracking down the original dispatches and illustrations, and establishing a text that encompasses all variations



in previous editions. These elements distinguish the new edition from any other and make it the definitive
version of The River War for all time.

St. Augustine’s Press will publish the two-volume set, slipcased, with a binding to match the 1899 edition.
The outer slipcase will be illustrated, and the books will have the unique endpapers. All of the original
drawings, photogravures, and colored maps will be included, along with a separately bound facsimile
samples of Churchill’s original manuscript dispatches and chapters.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gonzales:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that River War 2V: Historical
Account of Reconquest of Soudan book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Jose Laney:

River War 2V: Historical Account of Reconquest of Soudan can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing River War 2V:
Historical Account of Reconquest of Soudan but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Elijah McWhorter:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The River War 2V: Historical Account of Reconquest of Soudan provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Mary Scruggs:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book River War 2V: Historical Account of Reconquest of Soudan we can acquire more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book River War 2V: Historical
Account of Reconquest of Soudan. You can more desirable than now.
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