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Spiritual seekers throughout history have sought illumination through solitary contemplation. In the Christian
tradition, medieval England stands out for its remarkable array of hermits, recluses, and spiritual outsiders,
from Cuthbert, Godric of Fichale, and Christina of Markyate to Richard Rolle, Julian of Norwich, and
Margery Kempe. In The Secret Within, Wolfgang Riehle offers the first comprehensive history of English
medieval mysticism in decades, one that will appeal to anyone fascinated by mysticism as a phenomenon of
religious life.

In considering the origins and evolution of the English mystical tradition, Riehle begins in the twelfth
century with the revival of eremitical mysticism and the early growth of the Cistercian Order in the British
Isles. He then focuses in depth on the great mystics of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries: Richard Rolle
(the first great English mystic), the anonymous author of The Cloud of Unknowing, Walter Hilton, Margery
Kempe, and Julian of Norwich. Riehle carefully grounds his narrative in the broader spiritual landscape of
the Middle Ages, pointing out both prior influences dating back to Late Antiquity and corresponding
developments in mysticism and theology on the Continent. He discusses the problem of possible differences
between male and female spirituality and the movement of popularizing mysticism in the late Middle Ages.
Filled with fresh insights, The Secret Within will be welcomed especially by teachers and students of
medieval literature as well as by those engaged in historical, theological, philosophical, cultural, even
anthropological and comparative studies of mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval
England.

Michael Brown:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Secret
Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval England suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and
Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval Englandis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Banks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval England.

Brad Sharpe:

The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval England can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval England
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource



information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial pondering.
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