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A pralific journalist and author well known for his tales of horror and stories about the Civil War, Ambrose
Bierce (1842-19147?) was also a mordant commentator on the political, social, legal, and intellectual failings
of his countrymen. Throughout his career, he remained an unapol ogetic curmudgeon who took adim view of
everything from trade unions and the temperance movement to Americans insatiable thirst for money. Even
the very principles of democracy did not escape his skeptical pen.

This volume brings together a generous sampling of Bierce's scathing fictional satires, many of which have
not been reprinted since their first appearance a century ago. In writing these works, Bierce often employed
fanciful devices, such as assuming the perspective of afuture historian looking back on the follies of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Among such selections, “ Ashes of the Beacon” is perhaps the
finest, with its trenchant comments on socialism, anarchy, and the problems of republican government. In
another fictional piece, “The Land Beyond the Blow,” Bierce recounts voyages to an imaginary world in the
style of Gulliver’s Travels, commenting on bizarre political and social customs that, not coincidentally,
mirror America s own.

The volume aso includes arich array of still-relevant nonfiction essays on such topics as capital
punishment, the evils of insurance, and the unpleasant disposition of the canines that roam the nation’s
capital. These pieces reflect many of the same concerns Bierce addressesin hisfictional satires, albeitin a
more direct way.

The selections are drawn from contributions to newspapers and magazines and from Bierce's Collected
Works, and include many unsigned editorials that Bierce wrote for the San Francisco Examiner. Editors S.T.
Joshi and David E. Schultz have thoroughly annotated the pieces and have written a substantial introduction
outlining the aspects of Bierce's palitical thought. The resulting volume is essential reading for anyone who
appreciates lively commentary desgined to puncture the hypaocrisies and sentimentality of Bierce's
contemporaries, whatever their beliefs. It fillsamajor gap in Bierce scholarship and allows us to see the
world as the notorious cynic did.

The Editors: S.T. Joshi and David E. Schultz have collaborated extensively on books devoted to Ambrose
Bierce, H.P. Lovecraft, and other literary figures. The edited Bierce’s A Sole Survivor: Bits of
Autobiography, also published by the University of Tennessee Press, and an annotated edition of Bierce's
Devil’ s Dictionary.
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From reader reviews:
James Shaw:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific The Fall of the Republic and Other Political
Satires to read.

Peter Rabey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to an individual isyou don't know what type you should start with. This The Fall of the
Republic and Other Political Satiresis our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, asthis
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Russdll:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Fall of the Republic and Other Political Satires this publication consist
alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Fall of the Republic and Other Political Satires was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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