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Shades of Green offers a creative reimagining of early and antebellum American literary culture by exploring
the complex web of relationships linking racial thought to natural science and natural imagery. The book
charts a dynamic shift in both polemical and imaginative literature during the century before the Civil War,
as scientific, artistic, and spiritual vocabularies regarding "nature" became increasingly important for authors
seeking to mobilize public opinion against slavery or to redefine racial identity. Finseth argues that these
vocabularies both liberated and constrained antislavery philosophy and, more broadly, that our understanding
of race in early American literature must take the natural world into account. In doing this, Finseth fuses a
cultural history of the period with fresh readings of such major figures as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, and Frederick Douglass.

Drawing on a range of theoretical and disciplinary perspectives, including aesthetics, anthropology,
phenomenology, and ecocriticism, Shades of Green demonstrates the agility with which human thought
about the natural and the racial leapt across formal epistemological, professional, and artistic boundaries. In
this innovative account, the politics of race and slavery are shown to have been deeply intertwined with
putatively apolitical cultural understandings of the natural world. The book will be of value to scholars in a
variety of disciplines, including American studies, African American literary history, and environmental
philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Rod Doughty:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American
Slavery, 1770-1860. Try to the actual book Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American
Slavery, 1770-1860 as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Christy Fowler:

The ability that you get from Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American Slavery,
1770-1860 may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Shades of Green: Visions of
Nature in the Literature of American Slavery, 1770-1860 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the
Literature of American Slavery, 1770-1860 instantly.

Gerald Reed:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American Slavery,
1770-1860 was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Jim Molnar:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American Slavery, 1770-1860 we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.



Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book Shades of Green: Visions of Nature in the Literature of American Slavery, 1770-1860. You
can more appealing than now.
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