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With the environmental crisis comes a crisis of the imagination, a need to find new ways to understand
nature and humanity's relation to it. This is the challenge Lawrence Buell takes up in The Environmental
Imagination, the most ambitious study to date of how literature represents the natural environment. With
Thoreau's Walden as a touchstone, Buell gives us a far-reaching account of environmental perception, the
place of nature in the history of western thought, and the consequences for literary scholarship of attempting
to imagine a more "ecocentric" way of being. In doing so, he provides a major new understanding of
Thoreau's achievement and, at the same time, a profound rethinking of our literary and cultural reflections on
nature.

The green tradition in American writing commands Buell's special attention, particularly environmental
nonfiction from colonial times to the present. In works by writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, John
Muir to Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson to Leslie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abbey, he examines enduring
environmental themes such as the dream of relinquishment, the personification of the nonhuman, an
attentiveness to environmental cycles, a devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of possible
ecocatastrophe. At the center of this study we find an image of Walden as a quest for greater environmental
awareness, an impetus and guide for Buell as he develops a new vision of environmental writing and seeks a
new way of conceiving the relation between human imagination and environmental actuality in the age of
industrialization. Intricate and challenging in its arguments, yet engagingly and elegantly written, The
Environmental Imagination is a major work of scholarship, one that establishes a new basis for reading
American nature writing.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Raymond Blalock:

The publication with title The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of
American Culture has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kevin Mabry:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Stephen Lee:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Environmental
Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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