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When Benjamin Franklin flew hiskite in athunderstorm in his famous experiment, hisillegitimate son
William was his only companion. Together they traveled through the western wilds of Pennsylvania during
the French and Indian War, fought in the colony's fractious political battles. Ben helped his son attain the
post of Roya Governor of New Jersey, and William's government hired Ben to represent the colony in
London. But when war came, father and son were split: one acclaimed as a patriot hero, the other aloyalist
condemned by his countrymen.

In William Franklin, Sheila Skemp tells the story of this fascinating and complex man, a man with afoot in
both worlds--he loved both King and country, and saw the interests of both as inextricably intertwined. She
follows William's early years as amilitia officer in the wars with the French, hislife asalaw student in
England, and hislong tenure as Roya Governor of New Jersey. Skemp highlights the close personal and
political relationship between father and son, depicting such ironic episodes as William's defense of his
father against charges that Ben was the author of the infamous Stamp Act. But as the years passed, Ben, in
London, grew increasingly bitter toward the Crown, while William, in America, remained devoted to the
King. By the time war came, their loyalties were divided, their relationship destroyed.

Skemp traces William's career through the tumult of revolution and exile. Refusing to follow his fellow royal
governors into asylum, he was arrested by the patriots and jailed; his wife soon died, and his property was
confiscated. Upon release, William became president of the Board of Associated Loyalistsin New Y ork,
where--neglected by the British and despised by the revolutionaries--he authorized one of the most notorious
atrocities of the war, the hanging of Joshua Huddy. At war's end, Franklin fled into exile in England, hated
by his countrymen, and disowned by the father he till venerated, and even loved.

Sweeping and authoritative, William Franklin captures some of the great issues and personalities of the
Revolutionary era, and the bitterness of afamily split between father and son, patriot and loyalist.
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From reader reviews:
Henry McMahon:

Here thing why that William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of a King are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which isthe content is as
scrumptious as food or not. William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of a King giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with William
Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of aKing. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of a
King in e-book can be your aternative.

Benjamin Martinez:

The book William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of a King will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to describe the ideaiis very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very appropriate to you. The book William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of aKing is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Sherri King:

The book William Franklin: Son of a Patriot, Servant of aKing has alot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Paul Breen:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love William Franklin: Son of a
Patriot, Servant of aKing, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to
missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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