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This volume, arising from a PSE-CEPREMAP-DIMeco conference, includes contributions by the some of
the best-known researchers in happiness economics and development economics, including Richard
Easterlin, who gave his name to the 'Easterlin paradox' that GDP growth does not improve happiness over
the long run. Many chapters underline the difficulty of increasing well-being in developing countries,
including China, even in the presence of sustained income growth. This is notably due to the importance of
income comparisons to others, adaptation (so that we get used to higher income), and the growing inequality
of income. In particular, rank in the local income distribution is shown to be important, creating a beggar-
thy-neighbour effect in happiness. Wealth comparisons in China are exacerbated by the gender imbalance, as
the competition for brides creates a striking phenomenon of conspicuous consumption on the housing
market.

Policy has to be aware of these effects. This applies in particular to those who try to use self-reported
subjective well-being in order to generate a 'social subjective poverty line', which is a key issue in
developing countries.

However, the news is not only bad from the point of view of developing countries. One piece of good news
is that GDP growth often seems to go hand-in-hand with lower happiness inequality, and thereby reduces the
risk of extreme unhappiness.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Happiness and Economic Growth: Lessons from Developing Countries (Studies of
Policy Reform) as your daily resource information.

Rachel Addison:

The reason? Because this Happiness and Economic Growth: Lessons from Developing Countries (Studies of
Policy Reform) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Joseph Gabriel:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Happiness and Economic Growth: Lessons from Developing Countries (Studies of
Policy Reform). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Hoa Gilkey:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Happiness and Economic Growth: Lessons from Developing Countries (Studies of Policy
Reform) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with that book Happiness and Economic Growth: Lessons from Developing Countries
(Studies of Policy Reform). You can more attractive than now.
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