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Joe Mackall has lived surrounded by the Swartzentruber Amish community of Ashland County, Ohio, for
over sixteen years. They are the most traditional and insular of all the Amish sects: the Swartzentrubers live
without gas, electricity, or indoor plumbing; without lights on their buggies or cushioned chairs in their
homes; and without rumspringa, the recently popularized "running-around time" that some Amish sects
allow their sixteen-year-olds.

Over the years, Mackall has developed a steady relationship with the Shetler family (Samuel and Mary, their
nine children, and their extended family). Plain Secrets tells the Shetlers' story over these years, using their
lives to paint a portrait of Swartzentruber Amish life and mores. During this time, Samuel's nephew Jonas
finally rejects the strictures of the Amish way of life for good, after two failed attempts to leave, and his
bright young daughter reaches the end of school for Amish children: the eighth grade. But Plain Secrets is
also the story of the unusual friendship between Samuel and Joe. Samuel is quietly bemused—and, one
suspects, secretly delighted—at Joe's ignorance of crops and planting, carpentry and cattle. He knows Joe is
planning to write a book about the family, and yet he allows him a glimpse of the tensions inside this
intensely private community.

These and other stories from the life of the family reveal the larger questions posed by the Amish way of life.
If the continued existence of the Amish in the midst of modern society asks us to consider the appeal of
traditional, highly restrictive, and gendered religious communities, it also asks how we romanticize or
condemn these communities—and why. Mackall's attempt to parse these questions—to write as honestly as
possible about what he has seen of Amish life—tests his relationship with Samuel and reveals the limits of a
friendship between "English" and Amish.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

The book Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Plain
Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Maurice Neely:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Plain Secrets: An Outsider
among the Amish book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cheryl Alexander:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Matthew Ibarra:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Plain Secrets: An Outsider among the Amish was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Plain Secrets: An Outsider among
the Amish has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading in which.
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