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Written tests to evaluate students were a radical and controversial innovation when American educators
began adopting them in the 1800s. Testing quickly became a key factor in the political battles during this
period that gave birth to America's modern public school system. William J. Reese offers a richly detailed
history of an educational revolution that has so far been only partially told.

Single-classroom schools were the norm throughout the United States at the turn of the nineteenth century.
Pupils demonstrated their knowledge by rote recitation of lessons and were often assessed according to
criteria of behavior and discipline having little to do with academics. Convinced of the inadequacy of this
system, the reformer Horace Mann and allies on the Boston School Committee crafted America's first major
written exam and administered it as a surprise in local schools in 1845. The embarrassingly poor results
became front-page news and led to the first serious consideration of tests as a useful pedagogic tool and
objective measure of student achievement.

A generation after Mann's experiment, testing had become widespread. Despite critics' ongoing claims that
exams narrowed the curriculum, ruined children's health, and turned teachers into automatons, once tests
took root in American schools their legitimacy was never seriously challenged. Testing Wars in the Public
Schools puts contemporary battles over scholastic standards and benchmarks into perspective by showcasing
the historic successes and limitations of the pencil-and-paper exam.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Hobson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A
Forgotten History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Jennifer Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A Forgotten History book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
connected with Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A Forgotten History content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A Forgotten History
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Danielle Hawkins:

The e-book untitled Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A Forgotten History is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Testing Wars in the
Public Schools: A Forgotten History from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Angie Blakney:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Testing Wars in the Public Schools: A Forgotten
History why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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