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The pervasive and unrestrained use of obscenity has long been acknowledged as a major feature of fifth-
century Attic Comedy; no other Western art form relies so heavily on the sexual and scatological dimensions
of language. This acclaimed book, now in a new edition, offers both a comprehensive discussion of the
dynamics of Greek obscenity and a detailed commentary on the terminology itself.

After contrasting the peculiar characteristics of the Greek notion of obscenity to modern-day ideas,
Henderson discusses obscenity's role in the development of Attic Comedy, its historical origins, varieties,
and dramatic function. His analysis of obscene terminology sheds new light on Greek culture, and his
discussion of Greek homosexuality offers arefreshing corrective to the idealized Platonic view. He also
looksin detail at the part obscenity playsin each of Aristophanes eleven surviving plays. The latter part of
the book identifies all the obscene terminology found in the extant examples of Attic Comedy, both complete
plays and fragments. Although these terminological entries are arranged in numbered paragraphs resembling
aglossary, they can also be read as independent essays on the various aspects of comic obscenity. Terms are
explained as they occur in each individual context and in relation to typologically similar terminology. With
newly corrected and updated philological material, this second edition of Maculate Muse will serve as an
invaluable reference work for the study of Greek drama.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Hussey:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Maculate Muse: Obscene Languagein
Attic Comedy. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy. Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Guadalupe Marshall:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Maculate Muse:
Obscene Language in Attic Comedy. All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Chester Hassdl:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy individual ? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Maculate Muse:
Obscene Language in Attic Comedy to read.

Sally Kim:

The particular book The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic
Comedy is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.
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