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Nagasaki during the Tokugawa (1603-1868) was truly Japan's window on the world with its Chinese
residences and Deshima island, where Western foreigners, including representatives of the Dutch East India
Company, were confined. In 1785 2tsuki Gentaku (1757-1827) journeyed from the capital to Nagasaki to
meet Dutch physicians and the Japanese who acted as their interpreters. Gentaku was himself a physician,

but he was aso a Dutch studies (rangaku) scholar who passionately believed that European science and
medicine were critical to Japan's progress. Network of Knowledge examines the development of Dutch
studies during the crucial years 1770-1830 as Gentaku, with the help of likeminded colleagues, worked to
facilitate its growth, creating a school, participating in and hosting scholarly and social gatherings, and
circulating books. In time the modest, informal gatherings of Dutch studies devotees (rangakusha), mostly in
Edo and Nagasaki, would grow into a pan-national society. Applying ideas from social network theory and
Bourdieu's conceptions of habitus, field, and capital, this volume shows how Dutch studies scholars used
networks to grow their numbers and overcome government indifference to create a dynamic community. The
social significance of rangakusha, as much as the knowledge they pursued in medicine, astronomy,
cartography, and military science, was integral to the creation of a Tokugawa information revolution-one that
saw an increase in information gathering among al classes and innovative methods for collecting and storing
that information. Although their salons were not as politically charged as those of their European
counterparts, rangakusha were subversive in their decision to include scholars from a wide range of socio-
economic backgrounds. They created a cultural society of civility and play in which members worked toward
acommon cultura goal. Thisinsightful study reveals the strength of the community'sties asit follows
rangakushainto the Meiji era (1868-1912), when a new generation championed values and ambitions similar
to those of Gentaku and his peers. Network of Knowledge offers afresh look at the cultural and intellectual
environment of the late Tokugawa that will be welcomed by scholars and students of Japanese intellectual
and social history.
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From reader reviews:
Floyd Wyait:

With other case, little people like to read book Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa
Information Revolution. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we
know about how isimportant any book Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa
Information Revolution. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Wendy Brame:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading abook. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Network of Knowledge: Western Science
and the Tokugawa Information Revolution book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Emily Higginbotham:

The particular book Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution
will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain theideais
very unigque. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Network of
Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution is much recommended to you you
just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert Frith:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.
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