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William Seraile uncovers the history of the colored orphan asylum, founded in New York City in 1836 as
the nation's first orphanage for African American children. It is a remarkable institution that is still in the
forefront aiding children. Although no longer an orphanage, in its current incarnation as Harlem-Dowling
West Side Center for Children and Family Services it maintains the principles of the women who organized
it nearly 200 years ago.

The agency weathered three wars, two major financial panics, a devastating fire during the 1863 Draft
Riots, several epidemics, waves of racial prejudice, and severe financial difficulties to care for orphaned,
neglected, and delinquent children. Eventually financial support would come from some of New York's
finest families, including the Jays, Murrays, Roosevelts, Macys, and Astors.While the white female
managers and their male advisers were dedicated to uplifting these black children, the evangelical, mainly
Quaker founding managers also exhibited the extreme paternalistic views endemic at the time, accepting the
advice or support of the African American community only grudgingly. It was frank criticism in 1913 from
W. E. B. Du Bois that highlighted the conflict between the orphanage and the community it served, and it
wasn't until 1939 that it hired the first black trustee.

More than 15,000 children were raised in the orphanage, and throughout its history letters and visits have
revealed that hundreds if not thousands of old boys and girlslooked back with admiration and respect at the
home that nurtured them throughout their formative years.

Weaving together African American history with a unique history of New York City, this is not only a
painstaking study of a previously unsung institution of black history but a unique window onto complex
racial dynamics during a period when many failed to recognize equality among all citizens as a worthy
purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

The book Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire
State Editions) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New
York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New York's
Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Trumbo:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Angels of Mercy: White Women and the
History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) book because this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Leola Grant:

This book untitled Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum
(Empire State Editions) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop
or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this publication from your list.

Gary Lewis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
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