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Richly illustrated with rare period photographs, Houston’s Hermann Park: A Century of Community
provides a vivid history of Houston’s oldest and most important urban park. Author and historian Barrie
Scardino Bradley sets Hermann Park in both a local and a national context as this grand park celebrates its
centennial at the culmination of a remarkable twenty-year rejuvenation.

As Bradley shows, Houston’s development as a major American city may be traced in the outlines of the
park’s history. During the early nineteenth century, Houston leaders were most interested in commercial
development and connecting the city via water and rail to markets beyond its immediate area. They
apparently felt no need to set aside public recreational space, nor was there any city-owned property that
could be so developed.

By 1910, however, Houston leaders were well aware that almost every major American city had an urban
park patterned after New York’s Central Park. By the time the City Beautiful Movement and its overarching
Progressive Movement reached the consciousness of Houstonians, Central Park’s designer, Frederick Law
Olmsted, had died, but his ideals had not. Local advocates of the City Beautiful Movement, like their
counterparts elsewhere, hoped to utilize political and economic power to create a beautiful, spacious, and
orderly city. Subsequent planning by the renowned landscape architect and planner George Kessler
envisioned a park that would anchor a system of open spaces in Houston. From that groundwork, in May
1914, George Hermann publicly announced his donation of 285 acres to the City of Houston for a municipal
park.

Bradley develops the events leading up to the establishment of Hermann Park, then charts how and why the
park developed, including a discussion of institutions within the park such as the Houston Zoo, the Japanese
Garden, and the Houston Museum of Natural Science. The book’s illustrations include plans, maps, and
photographs both historic and recent that document the accomplishments of the Hermann Park Conservancy
since its founding in 1992.

Royalties from sales will go to the Hermann Park Conservancy for stewardship of the park on behalf of the
community.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Snider:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of
Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Joyce Hynes:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John
Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Daisy Harris:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Houston's Hermann
Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities), you could enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Martindale:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Houston's Hermann Park:
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