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The contribution of the Dutch craftsman and scholar Isaac Beeckman to early modern scientific thought has
never been properly acknowledged. Surprisingly free from the constraints of traditional natural philosophy,
he developed a view of the world in which everything, from the motion of the heavens to musical harmonies,
is explained by reducing it to matter in motion. His ideas deeply influenced Descartes and Gassendi. Klaas
van Berkel has succeeded in unearthing and explicating Beeckman's scientific notebooks, allowing us to
follow how he developed his new philosophy, almost day by day.

Beeckman was almost forgotten until the discovery of his notebooks in the early twentieth century. Isaac
Beeckman on Matter and Motion is the first full-length study of the ideas and motives of this remarkable
figure. Van Berkel's important study first relates Beeckman's life, placing him in the religious, intellectual,
educational, and social context of the Dutch Republic in its golden age. Van Berkel then analyzes the
notebooks themselves and the nature and development of Beeckman's "mechanical philosophy." He
demonstrates how Beeckman's artisanal background and religious convictions shaped his natural philosophy,
even as the decisive influence stems from the educational philosophy of the sixteenth-century French
philosopher Peter Ramus.

Historians of science and the philosophy of science will find the substance of Beeckman's thought and the
unraveling of its growth and development highly interesting. Van Berkel's account provides a new and
comprehensive interpretation of the origins of the mechanical philosophy of nature, the philosophy that
culminated in the work of Isaac Newton.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical
Philosophy in the Making to read.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion:
Mechanical Philosophy in the Making giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Joyce Lynch:

This Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making is great publication for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or
we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Curtis Graham:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if



you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making provide you
with a new experience in reading through a book.
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