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A rural expatriate’s struggle to reconcile family, home, love, and faith with the silence of the prairie
land and its people
 
Melanie Hoffert longs for her North Dakota childhood home, with its grain trucks and empty main streets. A
land where she imagines standing at the bottom of the ancient lake that preceded the prairie: crop rows
become the patterned sand ripples of the lake floor; trees are the large alien plants reaching for the light; and
the sky is the water’s vast surface, reflecting the sun. Like most rural kids, she followed the out-migration
pattern to a better life. The prairie is a hard place to stay—particularly if you are gay, and your home state is
the last to know.
 
For Hoffert, returning home has not been easy. When the farmers ask if she’s found a “fella,” rather than
explain that—actually—she dates women, she stops breathing and changes the subject. Meanwhile, as time
passes, her hometown continues to lose more buildings to decay, growing to resemble the mouth of an old
woman missing teeth. This loss prompts Hoffert to take a break from the city and spend a harvest season at
her family’s farm. While home, working alongside her dad in the shop and listening to her mom warn,
“Honey, you do not want to be a farmer,” Hoffert meets the people of the prairie. Her stories about returning
home and exploring abandoned towns are woven into a coming-of-age tale about falling in love, making
peace with faith, and belonging to a place where neighbors are as close as blood but are often unable to share
their deepest truths.
 
In this evocative memoir, Hoffert offers a deeply personal and poignant meditation on land and community,
taking readers on a journey of self-acceptance and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Delarosa:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Prairie
Silence: A Memoir.

Kristina Keene:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Prairie Silence: A Memoir your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Prairie Silence: A Memoir giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Joseph Blackwell:

This Prairie Silence: A Memoir is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Prairie Silence: A Memoir in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Richard Diller:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Prairie Silence: A Memoir can be
the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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