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In the autumn of 1834, New Y ork City was awash with rumors of a strange religious cult operating nearby,
centered around a mysterious, self-styled prophet named Matthias. It was said that Matthias the Prophet was
stealing money from one of hisfollowers; then came reports of lascivious sexual relations, based on odd
teachings of matched spirits, apostolic priesthoods, and the inferiority of women. At its climax, the rumors
transformed into legal charges, as the Prophet was arrested for the murder of a once highly-regarded
Christian gentleman who had fallen under his sway. By the time the story played out, it became one of the
nation's first penny-press sensations, casting a peculiar but revealing light on the sexual and spiritual tensions
of the day.

In The Kingdom of Matthias, the distinguished historians Paul Johnson and Sean Wilentz brilliantly
recapture this forgotten story, imbuing their richly researched account with the dramatic force of anovel. In
this book, the strange tale of Matthias the Prophet provides a fascinating window into the turbulent
movements of the religious revival known as the Second Great Awakening--movements which swept up
great numbers of evangelical Americans and gave rise to new sects like the Mormons. Into this teeming
environment walked a down-and-out carpenter named Robert Matthews, who announced himself as
Matthias, prophet of the God of the Jews. His hypnotic spell drew in a cast of unforgettable characters--the
meekly devout businessman Elijah Pierson, who once tried to raise his late wife from the dead; the young
attractive Christian couple, Benjamin Folger and his wife Ann (who seduced the woman-hating Prophet);
and the shrewd ex-slave | sabella Van Wagenen, regarded by some as "the most wicked of the wicked." None
was more colorful than the Prophet himself, a bearded, thundering tyrant who gathered his followersinto an
absolutist household, using their money to buy an elaborate, eccentric wardrobe, and reordering their marital
relations. By the time the tensions within the kingdom exploded into a clash with the law, Matthias had
become a national scandal.

In the hands of Johnson and Wilentz, the strange tale of the Prophet and his kingdom comes vividly to life,
recalling scenes from recent experiences at Jonestown and Waco. They aso reveal much about a formative
period in American history, showing the connections among rapid economic change, sex and race relations,
politics, popular culture, and the rich varieties of American religious experience.
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From reader reviews:
MyraFlory:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetimeto
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America? Maybe it isto get best
activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Connell:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century
Americabook is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find theinfo here are
arrange for enjoyabl e reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer associated with The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in
19th-Century America content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So, do you continue to
thinking The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century Americais not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

May Chapa:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America.

Carmeélita Ratliff:

Y ou can obtain this The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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