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From the shopping mall to the corner bistro, knockoffs are everywhere in today's marketplace. Conventional
wisdom holds that copying kills creativity, and that laws that protect against copies are essential to
innovation--and economic success. But are copyrights and patents always necessary? In The Knockoff
Economy, Kal Raustiala and Christopher Sprigman provocatively argue that creativity can not only survive
in the face of copying, but can thrive.

The Knockoff Economy approaches the question of incentives and innovation in a wholly new way--by
exploring creative fields where copying is generally legal, such as fashion, food, and even professional
football. By uncovering these important but rarely studied industries, Raustiala and Sprigman reveal a
nuanced and fascinating relationship between imitation and innovation. In some creative fields, copying is
kept in check through informal industry norms enforced by private sanctions. In others, the freedom to copy
actually promotes creativity. High fashion gave rise to the very term "knockoff," yet the freedom to imitate
great designs only makes the fashion cycle run faster--and forces the fashion industry to be even more
creative.

Raustiala and Sprigman carry their analysis from food to font design to football plays to finance, examining
how and why each of these vibrant industries remains innovative even when imitation is common. There is
an important thread that ties all these instances together--successful creative industries can evolve to the
point where they become inoculated against--and even profit from--a world of free and easy copying. And
there are important lessons here for copyright-focused industries, like music and film, that have struggled as
digital technologies have made copying increasingly widespread and difficult to stop.

Raustiala and Sprigman's arguments have been making headlines in The New Yorker, the New York Times,
the Financial Times, the Boston Globe, Le Monde, and at the Freakonomics blog, where they are regular
contributors. By looking where few had looked before--at markets that fall outside normal IP law--The
Knockoff Economy opens up fascinating creative worlds. And it demonstrates that not only is a great deal of
innovation possible without intellectual property, but that intellectual property's absence is sometimes better
for innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Knockoff Economy: How Imitation
Sparks Innovation as the daily resource information.

Richard Dean:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Knockoff Economy: How Imitation Sparks
Innovation guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The Knockoff
Economy: How Imitation Sparks Innovation as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content.
This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Annie Rose:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This publication The Knockoff Economy: How Imitation Sparks Innovation was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Irma Lovern:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Knockoff Economy: How Imitation Sparks Innovation can
make you sense more interested to read.
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