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Americans love to colonize their beaches. But when storms threaten, high-ticket beachfront construction
invariably takes precedence over coastal environmental concerns?we rescue the buildings, not the beaches.
As Cornelia Dean explains in Against the Tide, this pattern is leading to the rapid destruction of our coast.
But her eloquent account also offers sound advice for salvaging the stretches of pristine American shore that
remain.

The story begins with the tale of the devastating hurricane that struck Galveston, Texas, in 1900?the
deadliest natural disaster in American history, which killed some six thousand people. Misguided residents
constructed a wall to prevent another tragedy, but the barrier ruined the beach and ultimately destroyed the
town's booming resort business.

From harrowing accounts of natural disasters to lucid ecological explanations of natural coastal processes,
from reports of human interference and construction on the shore to clear-eyed elucidation of public policy
and conservation interests, this book illustrates in rich detail the conflicting interests, short-term responses,
and long-range imperatives that have been the hallmarks of America's love affair with her coast.

Intriguing observations about America's beaches, past and present, include discussions of Hurricane
Andrew's assault on the Gulf Coast, the 1962 northeaster that ravaged one thousand miles of the Atlantic
shore, the beleaguered beaches of New Jersey and North Carolina's rapidly vanishing Outer Banks, and the
sand-starved coast of southern California. Dean provides dozens of examples of human attempts to tame the
ocean?as well as a wealth of lucid descriptions of the ocean's counterattack. Readers will appreciate Against
the Tide's painless course in coastal processes and new perspective on the beach.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Vaccaro:

The book Against the Tide make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Against the Tide being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a publication Against the Tide. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Patricia Coburn:

Against the Tide can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into joy arrangement in writing Against the Tide but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Bernice King:

This Against the Tide is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Against the Tide in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Elizabeth Rivera:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Against the Tide provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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