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In the early 12th century AD a large area of present-day France was not under the direct control of the
French king. In fact, the French king's direct authority stretched little further than Paris and the area
immediately around it, the Ile de France. Many of the other regions were semi-independent duchies and
counties, controlled by, amongst others, the King of England and the Holy Roman Emperor. One such area
free from direct French control was the Languedoc, the area stretching from the Massif Central south to the
Pyrenees, and as far as the river Rhone to the east. This area was under the loose overlordship of the counts
of Toulouse, and by the beginning of the 12th century the whole region had become the centre of an early
form of Protestantism called Catharism that flourished to an extraordinary degree and threatened the rule of
the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Innocent III, alarmed at this heresy and the unwillingness of the southern
nobility to do much to uproot it, launched a crusade in 1209 against European Christians. The crusading
army, represented the established Church consisting predominatly of northern French knights. They saw this
as an opportunity both to 'take the cross' and to obtain new lands and wealth for themselves more
conveniently than crusading to the Holy land. This, the Albigensian Crusade, became a brutal struggle
between the north and the south of France as much as between orthodox Roman Catholic and heretic Cathar.

The inhabitants of the Languedoc had always relied for their safety upon a series of strongly fortified walled
cities, such as Albi, Carcassonne, B_ziers, Toulouse and a large number of fortified hill-top villages and
castles which dotted the countryside. These so-called 'Cathar Castles' now became the last refuge against the
invading crusaders and the conflict developed into a series of protracted and bloody sieges that lasted for
over 30 years. The author describes these two very different types of fortification, the walled city and the
hill-top castle. He explains why they were positioned where they were, how they were built, and the
defensive principles behind their construction, and also reviews how well they withstood the test of the
Albigensian Crusade.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is Cathar Castles: Fortresses of the Albigensian Crusade 1209-1300.

Charles Smith:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Cathar Castles: Fortresses of the Albigensian Crusade 1209-1300 can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Charles Krueger:

This Cathar Castles: Fortresses of the Albigensian Crusade 1209-1300 is new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Cathar
Castles: Fortresses of the Albigensian Crusade 1209-1300 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Billie Gallagher:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Cathar
Castles: Fortresses of the Albigensian Crusade 1209-1300. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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