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Did modern American social thought take a wrong turn when it followed John Dewey and William James?
In this searching history of early twentieth-century political theory, James Hoopes suggests that, contrary to
conventional wisdom, these pragmatic philosophers did not provide the basis for a socially-minded political
theory. Dewey and James did not provide intellectual safeguards against the amoral acceptance of realpolitik
and managerial elitism that has given liberalism a bad name. Hoopes finds a more substantial basis for liberal
political theory in the communitarian-based pragmatism of Charles Sanders Peirce. Had modern social
thought been influenced by Peirce, argues Hoopes, society could be seen as a set of interpretive relationships
rather than a collection of discrete interests to be managed from the top down by elitist experts.

Hoopes traces the influence of James and Dewey in the thought of Walter Lippman, Reinhold Niebuhr, and
Mary Parker Follett. He concludes with a critical examination of contemporary thinkers, most notably
Richard Rorty, who believe that James and Dewey offered the most socially useful philosophy within the
pragmatic tradition. Combining philosophy, political theory, history, and close textual analysis in original
ways, Community Denied offers a bold departure from previous studies of the subject and demonstrates the
damage done to liberalism by reliance on a philosophy with no way of truly conceptualizing community.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book
called Community Denied: The Wrong Turn of Pragmatic Liberalism? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Terry Myers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Community Denied: The Wrong
Turn of Pragmatic Liberalism which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Wilma Hogan:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list will be Community Denied: The Wrong Turn of Pragmatic
Liberalism. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Joseph Franson:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Community Denied: The Wrong Turn of Pragmatic Liberalism we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Community Denied: The Wrong Turn of Pragmatic Liberalism. You can more attractive than now.
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