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Description: Despite astute critiques and available resources for alternative modes of thinking and practicing,
individualism continues to be a dominating and constraining ideology in the field of pastoral psychotherapy
and counseling. Philip Rieff was one of the first to highlight the negative implications of individualismin
psychotherapeutic theories and practices. As heirs and often enthusiasts of the Freudian tradition of which
Rieff and others are critical, pastoral theologians have felt the sting of his charge, and yet the empirical
research that McClure presents shows that pastoral-counseling practitioners resist change. Their attempts to
overcome an individualistic perspective have been limited and ineffective because individualismis
embedded in the field's dominant theological and theoretical resources, practices, and organizational
arrangements. Only aradical reappraisal of these will make possible pastoral counseling practicesin a post-
individualistic mode. McClure proposes several critical transformations: broadening and deepening the
operative theol ogies used to guide the healing practice, expanding the role of the pastoral counselor,
reimagining the operative anthropology, reclaiming sin and judgment, nuancing the particular against the
individual, rethinking the ideal outcome of the practices, and reimagining the organizational structures that
support the practices. Only thislevel of revisioning will enable this ministry of the church to move beyond
itsindividualistic limitations and offer healing in more complex, effective, and socialy adequate ways.
Endorsements: ""There is simply no finer new scholar working in thisfield today. All readers will profit
substantially from this work, since McClure's vision of an ecclesial mission committed to social
transformation far exceeds the particular issues of pastora counseling."" --Rodney J. Hunter Emory
University ""Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling istruly groundbreaking in its
theological envisioning and analysis of the implications of social location for the structuring of pastoral care.
Rarely is serious attention paid to the classimplications of our ministries. On that issue Barbara McClure has
set avery high standard for us all."" --Mary McClintock-Fulkerson Duke University ""In this lucid, critical,
and constructive book Barbara M cClure moves the whol e debate about the nature and locus of appropriate
pastoral care and counseling on to anew level of analysis and sophistication. The implications of her careful
arguments and studies are nothing short of revolutionary. Thisis abook that should be read and acted upon
by anyone who really wants to see pastoral work make a difference in the contemporary world."" --Stephen
Pattison University of Birmingham, UK ""In Moving Beyond Individualism Barbara McClure offersa
brilliantly constructed new synergistic model for pastoral theology and the practices of care that recognizes
the more profoundly socio-cultural and relational complexity of human beings and suffering. Her model
helps us transcend the theological and social limitations of individualism and provides new resources for
engaging in effective care with persons and systems whose distress is shaped by larger socia forces."" --
Nancy J. Ramsay Brite Divinity School ""Dr. McClure serves as a helpful conversation partner for pastors
serving congregations. By challenging the individualistic models that most of us learned in seminary, she
helps us to imagine a more synergistic and prophetic vision for pastoral care that encourages pastorsto
facilitate healing by drawing connections between the personal and the socio-political, leading us from the
safety of our book-lined offices into the risky, vulnerable, and ultimately healing work of changing the
world."" --Bradley E. Schmeling St. John's Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Georgia. About the Contributor(s):
Barbara J. McClure is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Theology at the
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Dominguez:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Maoving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral
Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and Practice seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book
Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and
Practice is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly
feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on
Theory, Theology, and Practice. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Walter Harman:

Often the book Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory,
Theology, and Practice will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The
book Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and
Practice is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site,
S0 you can quicker to read the book.

Dwight Roberts:

Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and
Practice can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling:
Reflections on Theory, Theology, and Practice nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Larhonda Kennedy:

The book untitled Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory,
Theology, and Practice contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement al the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official



web-site in addition to order it. Have anice read.
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