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Most studies of ancient Greek politics focus on formal institutions such as the political assembly and the law
courts, and overlook the role that informal social practices played in the regulation of the political order. Sara
Forsdyke argues, by contrast, that various forms of popular culture in ancient Greece--including festival
revelry, oral storytelling, and popular forms of justice--were a vital medium for political expression and
played an important role in the negotiation of relations between elites and masses, as well as masters and
slaves, in the Greek city-states. Although these forms of social life are only poorly attested in the sources,
Forsdyke suggests that Greek literature reveals traces of popular culture that can be further illuminated by
comparison with later historical periods. By looking beyond institutional contexts, moreover, Forsdyke
recovers the ways that groups that were excluded from the formal political sphere--especially women and
slaves--participated in the process by which society was ordered.

Forsdyke begins each chapter with an apparently marginal incident in Greek history--the worship of a dead
slave by masters on Chios, the naming of Sicyon's civic divisions after lowly animals such as pigs and asses,
and the riding of an adulteress on a donkey through the streets of Cyme--and shows how these episodes
demonstrate the significance of informal social practices and discourses in the regulation and reproduction of
the social order. The result is an original, fascinating, and enlightening new perspective on politics and
popular culture in ancient Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

The book with title Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient
Greece has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Francis Griffin:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Slaves
Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Slaves Tell Tales: And Other
Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lewis Farnsworth:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of
Popular Culture in Ancient Greece why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

James Pitts:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in
the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at
this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Slaves Tell Tales: And Other Episodes in the Politics of Popular Culture in Ancient Greece.
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