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Americans now enjoy vastly more privacy than in the past. But privacy makes it difficult to know much
about other people; more privacy means more strangers. The Costs of Privacy begins with these questions:
How, in an anonymous society of strangers, is trust possible? What enables both individuals and institutional
actors to trust others whom they have never met and do not know?

Nock suggests an answer: that surveillance establishes reputations, and it is these which permit us to trust
strangers. Simply put, actors are willing to trust those whose reputations justify that trust. Not only does
surveillance establish reputations, but it also maintains them among strangers. Nock defines such
surveillance functionally, as overt and conspicuous forms of credentials (e.g., credit cards, educational
degrees, drivers' licenses) and/or ordeals (e.g., lie detector tests, drug tests, integrity tests). He shows that the
use of credentials and ordeals, over time, is correlated with the number of strangers in our society.
Anonymity, then, is one of the costs of greater personal privacy; surveillance is another, offsetting cost.

Older methods of surveillance have long been staples of our society. The concluding chapter focuses on
newer methods of surveillance, those which can record genetic and biochemical information about people.
Unlike traditional bases of reputation, genetic information makes it possible to predict future physical
illnesses, mental health problems, and various types of behavior. These new forms of surveillance may seem
attractive because they make it possible for actors to enter into risky relationships with many more people
(i.e., trust them) without ever getting to know them. In so doing, we may be altering the nature of our public
life. And that, argues Nock, may be the greatest cost of privacy.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in
America (Social Institutions and Social Change). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in
America (Social Institutions and Social Change). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Doris Edwards:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social
Institutions and Social Change) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in
America (Social Institutions and Social Change) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even
now thinking The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social
Change) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Pamela Brock:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social
Institutions and Social Change) as the daily resource information.

Nancy Harris:

Beside this kind of The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and
Social Change) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance
and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) because this book offers for you readable



information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Download and Read Online The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and
Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change)
Steven L. Nock #9OKV4MEGIH5



Read The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America
(Social Institutions and Social Change) by Steven L. Nock for online
ebook

The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) by
Steven L. Nock Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and
Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) by Steven L. Nock books to read online.

Online The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social
Institutions and Social Change) by Steven L. Nock ebook PDF download

The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change)
by Steven L. Nock Doc

The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) by Steven L. Nock
Mobipocket

The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) by Steven L. Nock
EPub


