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The inspiring story of an unlikely partnership between a band of churches and the openly gay mayor of
Portland that led to unprecedented change throughout the city and launched a nationwide movement called
CityServe.

Our dream is to help change the mindset of the city about the church, and the mindset of the church about
the city.

Portland is among the most unchurched and politically progressive cities in the nation. It’s a European-type
city with a unique edge, a television show called Portlandia that emphasizes its weirdness, and the country’s
largest naked bike ride. You wouldn’t expect Portland to be home to one of the most successful partnerships
between local government and area churches. But it is.

In 2007, Kevin Palau and a few dozen pastors approached Portland’s mayor and asked the question: How
can we serve you with no strings attached? City officials identified five initial areas of need—hunger,
homelessness, healthcare, the environment, and public schools—and so began a partnership, CityServe,
between the city and a band of churches seeking to live out the gospel message. Since then, the CityServe
model has spread like wildfire, inspiring communities across the country to take up the cause in their own
cities.

Unlikely not only tells the story of the inception of CityServe, but also challenges readers to evaluate their
understanding of the gospel. Today’s church finds itself torn between social justice and direct proclamation.
Unlikely proposes a both/and scenario, showing how the gospel can truly penetrate a region—through word
and deed.

CityServe is proof that when differences can be put aside for a worthy cause, real change can be attained, and
unlikely beauty is born.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Unlikely:
Setting Aside Our Differences to Live Out the Gospel? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Rene Defeo:

The guide with title Unlikely: Setting Aside Our Differences to Live Out the Gospel has lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robert Goddard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Unlikely: Setting Aside Our Differences to Live
Out the Gospel why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Danny Floyd:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Unlikely: Setting Aside Our Differences to
Live Out the Gospel. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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