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During the nineteenth century, Methodist camp meetings -- woodland revivals lasting several days --
flourished throughout the United States. These tented villages often evolved into permanent communities
with unigue campground cottages and distinctive spatial configurations. The Wesleyan Grove camp meeting,
founded on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, in 1835, is the premier example of this distinctive American
design. Anonymous planners and builders at the site innovated the richly decorated miniature cottages and
maze-like layouts that were replicated at dozens of late Victorian campgrounds across the country. In 1867,
Oak Bluffs, a planned resort that mimicked the eccentric architecture of Wesleyan Grove, was laid out next
to the already famous camp meeting. Together, these two extraordinary communities generated a sense of
otherworldliness, amagical environment that remains virtually unchanged today. Now in paperback, City in
the Woods chronicles the growth of Wesleyan Grove from afew tents in the wilderness to famed city of
cottages, and of Oak Bluffs, the "fairyland" next door. Ellen Weiss probes the ways in which the social and
religiousideals of nineteenth-century evangelism spawned this remarkable place, traces the history of its
physical forms, and recalls how the site was observed by visitorsin its own time. She suggests that the
continuing American propensity to live in nature, in the suburbs, is rooted in the spiritual strength of the
camp meeting and the astonishing community type it generated. Weiss's charming and absorbing account
will appeal to architectural, cultural, and religious historians as well asto Vineyard tourists and residents
enchanted with this unique city.
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From reader reviews:
Patrice Gasaway:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve City In The Woods: The Life
and Design of an American Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard will make you to become smarter. Y ou can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Jimmy Maiden:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an American
Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide City In The Woods:. The Life and
Design of an American Camp Meeting on Marthas Vineyard is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend timeto
read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an
American Camp Meeting on Marthas Vineyard. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Steven Deloatch:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This City In The Woods: The Life and
Design of an American Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard is simple to deliver you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cynthia Cisneros:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This City In The Woods: The Life and Design of an
American Camp Meeting on Marthas Vineyard can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know.

Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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