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It was by far the most controversial document to emerge from Vatican II?Dignitatis Humanae, or the
Declaration on Religious Freedom. Drafted largely by prominent Jesuit theologian John Courtney Murray, it
represented a departure from previous Catholic teachings in that it acknowledged and accepted as normative
the separation between Church and State and declared religious freedom a fundamental human right. In
doing this, it set forth guidelines for the role of the Catholic Church in secular liberal and pluralistic
societies.

Nearly four decades later, Hermínio Rico examines the continued relevance of this declaration in today's
world, compares its most paradigmatic interpretations, and proposes a reconsideration of its import for
contemporary church-society relationships. He offers a detailed analysis of how Pope John Paul II has
appropriated, interpreted, and developed the main themes of the document, and how he has applied them to
such contentious modern issues as the fall of Communism and the rise of secular pluralism. In addition, Rico
sets forth his own vision of the future of Dignitatis Humanae, and how the profound themes of the
declaration can be applied in years to come to help the church find a way to engage effectively with, and
within, pluralistic societies.

Of interest to students of Catholic thought, church-society relationships, the legacy of John Courtney
Murray, and the teachings of John Paul II, this book offers a fresh perspective on one of the most important
documents in the modern history of the Catholic church.
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This John Paul II and the Legacy of Dignitatis
Humanae (Moral Traditions series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Laura Lee:

The book John Paul II and the Legacy of Dignitatis Humanae (Moral Traditions series) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Ryan Fox:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this John Paul II and the Legacy of Dignitatis Humanae (Moral Traditions series) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Margaret Watt:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book John Paul II and the Legacy of Dignitatis
Humanae (Moral Traditions series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book John Paul II and the Legacy of Dignitatis
Humanae (Moral Traditions series) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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