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Street gangs are a major concern for residents in many inner-city communities. However, gangs’ secretive

and, at times, delinquent tendencies limit most people’s exposure to the realities of gang life. Based on

eighteen months of qualitative research on the streets of Indianapolis, Real Gangstas provides a unique and

intimate look at the lives of street gang members as they negotiate a dangerous peer environment in a major

midwestern city.

Timothy R. Lauger interviewed and observed a mix of fifty-five gang members, former gang members, and

non-gang street offenders. He spent much of his fieldwork time in the company of a particular gang, the

“Down for Whatever Boyz,” who allowed him to watch and record many of their day-to-day activities and

conversations. Through this extensive research, Lauger is able to understand and explain the reasons for gang

membership, including a chaotic family life, poverty, and the need for violent self-assertion in order to foster

the creation of a personal identity.

Although the book exposes many troubling aspects of gang life, it is not a simple descriptive or a

sensationalistic account of urban despair and violence. Steeped in the tradition of analytical ethnography, the

study develops a central theoretical argument: combinations of street gangs within cities shape individual

gang member behavior within those urban settings. Within Indianapolis, members of rival gangs interact on a

routine basis within an ambiguous and unstable environment. Participants believe that many of their

contemporaries claiming gang affiliations are not actually “real” gang members, but instead are imposters

who gain access to the advantages of gang membership through fraud and pretense. Consequently, the ability

to discern “real” gang members—or to present oneself successfully as a real gang member—is a critical part

of gangland Indianapolis.

Real Gangstas offers an objective and fair characterization of active gang members,  successfully balancing

the seemingly conflicting idea that they generally seem like normal teenagers, yet are abnormally concerned

with—and too often involved in—violence. Lauger takes readers to the edge of an actual gang conflict,

providing a rare and up-close look at the troubling processes that facilitate hostility and violence.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

This book untitled Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Pauls:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have
those short spare time problems.

Andrew Murphy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and
Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in
the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society).

Joseph Moody:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being
creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt
to change your life at this time book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can more attractive than now.
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